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Overview of Student Readiness Tool Scripts

The Student Readiness Tools (SRTs) are resources used to familiarize students and
educators with the online and paper MCAs. For students with an Individualized
Education Program (IEP) or 504 plan who require read-aloud support, a reading
script may be used by the Test Monitor during test administration. This
introductory information and accompanying script are intended to support Test
Monitors in familiarizing themselves and students with an MCA testing
environment that includes the administration of a script.

For students eligible for the script accommodation, the Test Monitor uses the script
to read aloud specified portions of the test to the student. SRT scripts are provided
for the Grades 3-5 Reading SRT materials and the Grades 6-10 Reading SRT
materials.

Reading MCA Script Administration Modes: Online and Paper

For Reading MCA, the script can be administered with the online test (including the
assistive technology non-screen reader online form) because the test is not
adaptive. It can also be administered with paper test materials (regular print, large
print, or braille test books). The script cannot be administered with the assistive
technology screen reader online form as it is expected that the screen reader is
providing the read-aloud support.

There is only one version of the Reading MCA script, and it is used for both paper
and online administrations, including the assistive technology non-screen reader

online form.
Grade 3 Reading MCA Script
For use with Online and Paper Tests

Section 1

e For administration of the script with the online test (including the assistive
technology non-screen reader online form), the Test Monitor reads from the
script while the student enters responses directly into the online test.

e For administration of the script with regular print, large print, or braille test
materials, the student enters responses into the test book.

e For more information on the administration of the script for Reading MCA,
refer to chapter 4 of the Procedures Manual for Minnesota Statewide
Assessments on the Minnesota Assessment Hub (Minnesota Assessment Hub
> Resources & Training > Policies and Procedures).



https://mn.mypearsonsupport.com/

Preparing for MCA Administrations with a Script

Prior to reading the script aloud to students during testing, Test Monitors should
read the introduction included at the beginning of the script. These guidelines and
instructions discuss important rules that Test Monitors must follow to ensure the
script is administered correctly to students. This introductory section should not be
read aloud to students.

MCA Script Guidelines and Instructions Sample Text

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments
Spring 20XX
Grade 3 Reading Script

Verify Prior to Online Test Administration

* Attention: Prior to administering the script with an online test (including use of
an assistive technology device with an online test), verify with your District or
School Assessment Coordinator that the correct test for the reading script has
been assigned. If not set up correctly, the student’s test will not match
the script.

General Instructions for Test Monitors

* Prior to test administration, review the Testing Directions: Online or Testing
Directions: Paper for detailed policy and procedure information for test
administration. Ensure you know how testing is scheduled and when students
will stop testing for the day.

* Read scripted instructions to students, as directed, and refer to the applicable
Testing Directions throughout the test administration.

o Refer to the Testing Directions: Online if using the script with the online
test.

o Refer to the Testing Directions: Paper if using the script with the regular,
large print, or braille test book.

* For braille, Test Monitors should also refer to the Braille Test Administration
Notes included with the braille test materials.

« In the reading test, questions are based on a passage. Title pages appear at the
beginning of each passage. In the script, scripted content from each passage
precedes the questions, and all questions are numbered.

o For paper test materials, students will use the passages book to access
information about the passages and a separate test book to answer
questions. Ensure students answer questions in the test book.

o For online tests, students access passages on the left side of their screen.
Passages may include multiple tabs. All questions appear on the right side of
the screen.

o Al of the information in the passage will be read first in the script. The
student may ask you to repeat part of the passage as they answer
questions. This means you may need to navigate within the script to go
back to the passage or forward to a question,

o Note: In Section 2 of the script only, each question will specify the online
test question number and the paper test book question number. This is due
to the difference in how questions are numbered between online tests in
TestNav and paper test materials.

* Do not discuss test content with the student during or after the test.

= Do not discuss any portion of the test or the student’s performance with others.

« Read the applicable guidelines on the following pages for reading the script
aloud or signing the script (if the student requires the script to be signed).

* For signed interpretation, also refer to the Guidance for Universal Supports and
Accommodations for Minnesota Statewide Assessments for detailed American
Sign Language (ASL) guidance. Contact your District or School Assessment
Coordinator for this guidance, as needed.
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Following the guidelines and instructions at the beginning of the script, the first
text that Test Monitors will read aloud to students appears. Beginning on this page
and continuing throughout the script, a “Say” speech bubble is included as a
reminder that the text within the box should be read aloud to students.

Instructions Read Aloud to Students and “Say” Speech Bubble

Grade 3 Reading MCA Script
For use with Online and Paper Tests
Section 1

We will now begin Section 1.

Scripted passages and questions are organized according to the section in which
they appear in the MCA and are encased in separate text boxes. The scripted
content matches the wording of the passages in the Reading Passages Book and
the questions in the Reading Test Book. Descriptions of charts, tables, and other
graphics are included. At the bottom of each script page containing test content, a
secure materials warning label is included as a reminder that test content is

confidential.

Scripted MCA Questions and Secure Materials Warning

Grade 3 Reading MCA Script
For use with Online and Paper Tests
Section 1

We will now begin Section 1.
@ Out of the Dark

@ Read the following story about caves. Then answer the questions.
Some questions may ask you about certain paragraphs. The
paragraphs are numbered on the left side.

Out of the Dark
written for the
Minnesota Department of Education

1 Jason tried to force 3 smile as his dassmates lined up to enter the cave,
"This will be great,” he whispered to Dawn, his best friend, who was
standing in front of him. Jason wiped his sweaty palms on his pants and
swallowed hard. The rest of his classmates were laughing and talking
excitedly to one another.

2 Dawn inched closer to Jason and turned to face him. “What did you say?"
31 "I said, "This will be so great,” he replied. "Don't you think s0?*

4 “Well, maybe,” Dawn replied, sounding a bit unsure of herself. She
swung away from him then and looked past the tour guide, who was
standing at the cave entrance, Her eyes darted back and forth,
searching the ceiling of the cave.

5 Jason took a deep breath as the line began to move, following the guide
around a bend where the group could no longer see the light from the
entrance.

I Secure | Do Not Duplicate I
L |




Example of Scripted Passage and Test Question for Paper and Online
Reading MCAs

In the Reading MCA, questions are based on a passage. Title pages appear at the
beginning of each passage. In the script, scripted content from each passage
precedes the questions.

For paper MCAs, students will use the passages book to access information about
the passages and a separate test book to answer questions.

For the online MCAs, students access passages on the left side of their screen. All
questions appear on the right side of the screen.

All of the information in the passage will be read first in the script. The student
may ask you to repeat part of the passage as they answer questions. This means
you may need to navigate within the script to go back to the passage or forward to
a question.

Scripted Passage and Questions

Passage Questions

The Eiffel Tower The Eiffel Tower

The Eiffel Tower 2. Which twa details from the article best support the conclusion that

Parisian artists were opposed to the construction of the Eiffel Tower?

Select the two details,

@ Read the follawing article about the creation of the Eiffel Tower, Then
answer the questions, Some guestions may ask you about certain C). *Eiffel’s design was a triumph of innovative engineering.”

paragraphs, The paragraphs are numbered on the left side. {paragraph 3)
I_l. =Paris was home to hundreds of Influential artists and writers,
The Eiffel Tower and many were horrified by a building they considered ugly and
P structurally flawed.”
written for the (paragraph 4}

Minnesata Department of Education
). "The Artists’ Protest officially commenced with the publication of
‘Protest Against the Tower of Monsieur Eiffel” in the February 14,

1 The soaring arcs and delicate latticework patterns of the Eiffel Tower 1887, edition of Le Temps, & prominent French newspaper.”
are known throughout the world. When the tower was completed in (paragraph 5)
1889, It was the tallest structure on the planet. It enjoyed this
distinctien until 1929, when the Chrysler Bullding In New York . "Gustave Eiffel continued to defend his tower from critics while it

supplanted It. Yet this tower, & ce rbral:d icon, was initi ially designed was being built.”
ch IIy Luut on (paragraph 7)

[{ e o
ete mm-r] by this confederation of
celebrities, the Eiffel Tower wwld not exist today.

2 Tr\.o Fm‘ei Tcwo: was mnlr for the 1889 Exposition Linive
‘s held in Paris to showcase anc echnologi
e the one hundredth a Sar hy

Rev fair required an archi m i

officials held a contest that encouraged people to submit designs of an
appropriate industrial marvel. A man named Gustave Eiffel, an
engineer who had already made a fortune designing bridges and
railway stations, won the contest.

3 Eiffel’s design was a triumph of in ative engineering. He used
mathematics to devise a stable l uc.lu & that was .:rl 5Li wllv pleasing
and, despite its unprecedented helght, capable of withstanding strong
winds. When the tower was finished, its size dismayed many
Americans, who had taken pride in the fact that the ‘Washington
Monument was—until that time—the tallest buiiding in the world.
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Passage and Test Question (Online)

Read the following story about caves. Then answer the
questions. Some questions may ask you about certain
paragraphs. The paragraphs are numbered on the left side,

Qut of the Dark

written for the
Minnesota Department of Education

€D Jason tried to force a smile as his classmates lined up to enter
the cave. “This will be great," he whispered to Dawn, his best
friend, who was standing in front of him. Jason wiped his sweaty
palms on his pants and swallowed hard. The rest of his classmates
were laughing and talking excitedly to one another, Jason hoped
that no one would discover how he really felt about this field trip.
@ Dawn inched closer to Jason and turned to face him. “What
did you say?"

€D I said, This will be so great,™ he replied. “Don’t you think
s0?"

@ “Well, maybe," Dawn replied, sounding a bit unsure of hersalf.
She swung away from him then and looked past the tour guide,
who was standing at the cave entrance. Her eyes darted back and
forth, searching the ceiling of the cave.

Which two sentences from the story help readers understand that Jason is
nervous about the field trip?

Select the two sentences.

L “Jason hoped that no one would discover how he really feit about this
field trip."
(paragraph 1)

“Her eyes darted back and forth, searching the celling of the cave.”
(paragraph 4)

“Not only was his attention on his own thoughts, but his heartbeat was
also drowning out the sound of the guide's voice."
(paragraph 5)

“Jason smiled, but only because of the warm fesling spreading
throughout his heart.”
(paragraph 12}

Passage and Test Question (Paper)

Read the following story about caves. Then answer the questions. Some
questions may ask you about certain paragraphs. The paragraphs are numbered
on the left side.

Out of the Dark

written for the
Minnesota Department of Education

Jason tried to force a smile as his classmates lined up to enter the cave. “This
will be great,” he whispered to Dawn, his best friend, who was standing in front
of him. Jason wiped his sweaty palms on his pants and swallowed hard. The
rest of his classmates were laughing and talking excitedly to one another.
Jason hoped that no one would discover how he really felt about this field trip.

Dawn inched closer to Jason and turned to face him. "What did you say?"
“I said, ‘This will be so great,”” he replied. "Don’t you think so?"

“Well, maybe,” Dawn replied, sounding a bit unsure of herself. She swung away
from him then and looked past the tour guide, who was standing at the cave
entrance. Her eyes darted back and forth, searching the ceiling of the cave.

2.  Which two sentences from the story help readers understand that Jason is
nervous about the field trip?

Select the two sentences.

_J. “Jasan hoped that no one would discover how he really felt about this
field trip.”
(paragraph 1)

_J. “Her eyes darted back and forth, searching the ceiling of the cave.”
(paragraph 4)

_l. “Not anly was his attention on his own thoughts, but his heartbeat
was also drowning out the sound of the guide’s voice.”

(paragraph 5)
_J- "Jason smiled, but only because of the warm feeling spreading

throughout his heart.”
(paragraph 12)




Each section of scripted questions is concluded by an end of section notification
with instructions for Test Monitors. An end of test notification appears at the end of
the script.

End of Section Notification for Reading MCA

When the student reaches the end of section, repeat any passages or questions as
requested by the student. For both online and paper forms, the student may review
their answers before continuing to the next section. For paper forms only, they must
seal the current section before continuing. Refer to the Testing Directions if today's
testing stops at this current point.

End of Test Notification for Reading MCA

When the student reaches the end of the test, repeat any passages or questions as
requested by the student. For both online and paper forms, the student may review
their answers befare final submission. For paper forms only, they must seal the

final section when finished. Refer to the Testing Directions for information on how to
collect and return test materials.




Accessing the Reading SRT Scripts and Corresponding SRTs

The Grades 3-5 Reading SRT script and Grades 6-10 Reading SRT script are
located alongside the corresponding grade-level paper SRT under Paper SRTs on
the Minnesota Assessment Hub (Minnesota Assessment Hub > Resources &
Training > Student Readiness Tools (SRTs) > Paper SRTs). Test Monitors are
encouraged to reference this introductory information and the script in conjunction
with the paper or online SRT being taken by the student.

If a student will be taking the Reading MCA using paper test materials and the
script, Test Monitors will need to provide the student with the Grades 3-5 Reading
MCA Paper SRT or the Grades 6-10 Reading MCA Paper SRT under Paper SRTs on
the Minnesota Assessment Hub (Minnesota Assessment Hub > Resources &
Training > Student Readiness Tools (SRTs) > Paper SRTs).

Paper SRTs Fas

The paper SRTs provide practice materials for students in each grade-level grouping who are taking the

MCA using 12-point, 18-point, and 24-point paper test materials. Braille test materials are available to
order.

Grades 3-5 Reading MCA Paper SRT ~

Grades 6-10 Reading MCA Paper SRT =

Grades 3-4 Mathematics MCA Paper SRT ~

Grades 5-6 Mathematics MCA Paper SRT =

Grades 7-8 Mathematics and Reading MCA Paper SRT -

Grade 11 Mathematics MCA Paper SRT ~

All Grades Science MCA Paper SRT ~

Paper SRTs Guide for Educators

If a student will be taking the online Reading MCA with a script, Test Monitors will
need to refer the student to the Script/Human Reader (HR) section of the online
SRTs under Test Supports and Accommodations (Online Student Readiness Tools >
Test Supports and Accommodations > Language Supports and Accommodations >
Reading > Script/Human Reader (HR)). The student can then later take the
remainder of the grade-level online SRTs to prepare for other components of the
online test administration.


https://mn.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://mn.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://srt.testnav.com/mn/mn-srt.html
https://srt.testnav.com/mn/mn-srt.html
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Student Readiness Tools

Welcome to your Student Readiness Tools (SRTs)!
Play the video to the right to learn about the SRTs.
Then select your grade below to learn more.

3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade

Jth Grade 11th Grade HS Science

I

Test Supports and Accommodations

For test supports and accommaodations, select the button below.

All Grades

SRTs

Student Readiness Tools

S
Reading

English Glossary

This section shows you how to use the English glossary 1o see and hear the definitions of certain words.

All Grades

Script/Human Reader (HR)

This section allows you to practice answering test questions as your teacher reads them aloud.

Copyright © Pearso
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Scripts for Use with the Student Readiness Tools

To reflect test administration with a script as closely as possible, the SRT scripts
are similar to the MCA scripts in content and function. However, to allow for the
inclusion of additional and varying content within the paper and online SRTs, the
SRT scripts differ slightly from the MCA scripts. Because the instructions for
answering questions in the SRT test book and the Script/Human Reader (HR) SRT
are different, the instructions in the SRT scripts have been modified to
accommodate both. Additionally, because the SRTs contain fewer questions than
the MCAs, the questions are not organized into sections. The following examples
indicate the modified language and item instructions in the SRT scripts.

Grades 3-5 Reading SRT Script

Out of the Dark Creatures of the Night

‘I @ Out of the Dark Il For multiple-response questions, select your answers or select your

* answers by marking the boxes provided.

Which two details from the article show that bats are mammals rather
Read the following story about caves. Then answer the questions. Some than birds?
questions may ask you about certain paragraphs, The paragraphs are

numbered on the left side. Select the two details.

Out of the Dark _l. Bats have fur covering their bodies
written for the L]. Bats have faces like mice
Minnesota Department of Education []. Female bats nurse thelr young
. Bats can fly

1 Jason tried to force a smile as his classmates lined up to enter the
cave. “This will be great,” he whispered to Dawn, his best friend, who
was standing in front of him. Jason wiped his sweaty palms on his
pants and swallowed hard. The rest of his classmates were laughing
and talking excitedly to one another. Jason hoped that no one would
discover how he really felt about this field trip.

2 Dawn inched closer to Jason and turned to face him. "What did you
say?”

3 "I sald, 'This will be 50 great,”™ he replied. “Don't you think s0?*

4 "Well, maybe,” Dawn replied, sounding a bit unsure of herself. She
swung away from him then and looked past the tour guide, who was
standing at the cave entrance, Her eyes darted back and forth,
searching the ceiling of the cave.

5 Jason took a deep breath as the line began to move, following the
guide around a bend where the group could no longer see the light
from the entrance. Only a few low lights shane from the sides of the
cave. Silence fell as the guide motioned for the line to stop, and he
began to explain the rules of cave exploration. Jason was not listening,
however. Not only was his attention on his own thoughts, but his
heartbeat was also drowning out the sound of the guide’s vaice. He
felt like the cave was swallowing him.

20 i9
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Grades 3-5 Reading Paper SRT Sample Questions

Creatures of the Night

question shows you how to do this,

le the answer in your test book. The sample

five?

A. Five to nine years

A

c.
D. Fifty to one hundr

Sample Question

Based on the information in paragraph 2, how long do most bats

@ Ten to twenty years
Thirty to forty years

ed years

Go on to the next page

Creatures of the Night

For multiple-response questions, select your answers by marking the boxes
provided. The sample question shows you how to do this,

Sample Question

Which two details from the article show that bats are mammals
rather than birds?

% Select the two details,

}{[. Bats have fur covering their hodies
_l. Bats have faces like mice

XL Female bats nurse their young

_l. Bats can fly

Go on to the next page

Grades 3-5 Reading Script/HR Online SRT Sample Questions

For multiple-choice questions, select your answer.

Read this article about bats. Then answer the
questions. Some questions may ask you about
certain paragraphs or lines. The paragraphs and
lines are numbered on the left side.

Creatures of the Night
written for the Minnesota Department of Education

€ What is that flying around in the dark? Is it a bird?
Is it a mouse? Is it a flying mouse?

@ Popular myths make bats seem frightening.

Based on the information in paragraph 2, how long do most
bats live?

O A. Five to nine years
O B. Ten totwenty years
O C. Thirty to forty years

o)

D. Fifty to one hundred years

For multiple-response questions, select your answers. I

Read this article about bats. Then answer the
questions. Some guestions may ask you about
certain paragraphs or lines. The paragraphs and
lines are numbered on the left side.

Creatures of the Night
written for the Minnesota Department of Education

€ What is that flying around in the dark? Is it a bird?
Is it a mouse? Is it a flying mouse?

@ Popular myths make bats seem frightening.
However, they are actually helpful creatures in danger
of vanishing Disease and human beings are threats to

Which two details from the article show that bats are
mammals rather than birds?

Select the two details.

[J Bats have fur covering their bodies

(] Bats have faces like mice
(]

Female bats nurse their young

[] Bats can fly
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Because questions are not organized into sections in the SRT, end of section pages
do not appear in the SRTs and are not reflected in the SRT scripts. Instead, only an
end of SRT notification appears at the end of the scripts.

End of SRT Notification for SRTs

When the student reaches the end of the SRT, repeat any passages or questions as
requested by the student. The student may review answers before finishing the SRT.

13



Student Readiness Tools (SRTs)
Grades 3-5 Script

Verify Prior to Online Test Administration

e This script is to be read aloud by a Test Monitor to students who are preparing
for testing with the Grades 3-5 reading paper Student Readiness Tools or the
Script/Human Reader (HR) online Student Readiness Tool.

General Instructions for Test Monitors for SRTs

e Read the applicable guidelines on the following pages for reading the script
aloud or signing the script (if the student requires the script to be signed).

e If the student will be testing with a braille test book, refer also to the SRT Braille
Test Administration Notes included with the braille SRT materials.

e In the reading SRT, questions are based on a passage. Title pages appear at the
beginning of each passage. In the script, scripted content from each passage
precedes the questions.

o For paper SRT materials, students will use the passages book to access
information about the passages and a separate test book to answer
questions. Ensure students practice answering questions in the test book.

o For the Script/Human Reader (HR) online SRT, students access passages on
the left side of their screen. All questions appear on the right side of the
screen.

o All of the information in the passage will be read first in the script. The
student may ask you to repeat part of the passage as they practice
answering questions. This means you may need to navigate within the script
to go back to the passage or forward to a question.

o For passages with paragraph or line numbers, the numbers should not be
read aloud.

e For signed interpretation, also refer to the Guidance for Universal Supports and
Accommodations for Minnesota Statewide Assessments for detailed American
Sign Language (ASL) guidance. Contact your District or School Assessment
Coordinator for this guidance, as needed.

Guidelines for Reading the Script Aloud

General Guidelines

e Read aloud all SRT content, including text in parentheses, exactly as written, as
steadily and clearly as possible without changing, emphasizing, or adding
information.

e Do not paraphrase, clarify, define, or translate any part of the passages or
questions, answer options, or instructions in the script.

e This script is the only source you may use to read the SRT to the student. This
prepares the student for test administration since reading any test content from
the test materials or screen is not allowed.

14
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Respond to the Student’s Needs

e Adjust your reading speed and volume if requested by the student.

e After a passage or question has been read, allow the student time to respond. If
the pause has been lengthy, you may ask, “Do you want me to repeat the
passage or question or any part of it again?” before continuing. The student
may also ask you to repeat any passages or questions as many times as they
need.

Maintain Neutrality

e Communicate in a neutral tone and maintain a neutral facial expression and
posture.

e Do not attempt to determine the correct answer to a question while reading, as
this may result in pauses or changes in inflection that may mislead the student
or suggest the correct answer.

e Be careful to give equal emphasis to each answer option. If the student chooses
an answer before all the answer options have been read, ask, “Do you want the
other answer options read?” before continuing.

Guidelines for Signed Interpretation of Script

General Guidelines

e Sign all SRT content, including text in parentheses, as steadily and clearly as
possible without changing, emphasizing, or adding information.

e Do not clarify or define any part of the passages or questions, answer options,
or instructions in the script.

e This script is the only source you may use to sign the SRT to the student. This
prepares the student for test administration since signing any test content from
the test materials or screen is not allowed.

Use Professional Judgment when Signing

e Do your best to use the same signs if the student requests a portion to be
repeated.
Use signs that are conceptually accurate, with or without simultaneous voicing.

e When using an ASL sign that can represent more than one concept or English
word, you must adequately contextualize the word to reduce any ambiguity. You
may also spell the word after signing it to remove any doubt about which word
is intended.

e If you are unsure how to sign and/or pronounce an unfamiliar word, advise the
student of the uncertainty and spell the word.

e In cases where signs give clues to the answer, fingerspelling must be used.

15



Respond to the Student’s Needs

Adjust your signing speed if requested by the student.

Spell any words requested by the student.

After a passage or question has been signed, allow the student time to respond.
If the pause has been lengthy, you may ask, “Do you want me to sign the
passage or question or any part of it again?” before continuing. The student
may also ask you to sign any passages or questions as many times as they
need.

Use Appropriate Physical/Facial Expressions

Use facial expressions consistent with sign-language delivery; do not use
expressions that may be interpreted by the student as approval or disapproval
of the student’s responses.

Do not attempt to determine the correct answer to a question while signing, as
this may result in pauses or changes in inflection that may mislead the student
or suggest the correct answer.

Be careful to give equal emphasis to each answer option. If the student chooses
an answer before all the answer options have been signed, ask, “Do you want
the other answer options signed?” before continuing.

16



Grades 3-5 Reading SRT Script
For use with Online and Paper SRTs

Use the information in the passages to answer the questions.

Creatures of the Night

Bl 2|4

Read this article about bats. Then answer the questions. Some
guestions may ask you about certain paragraphs. The paragraphs are
numbered on the left side.

Creatures of the Night

written for the
Minnesota Department of Education

1 What is that flying around in the dark? Is it a bird? Is it a mouse? Is it
a flying mouse?

2 Popular myths make bats seem frightening. However, they are actually
helpful creatures in danger of vanishing. Disease and human beings
are threats to bats. Most bats live only ten to twenty years. For these
reasons, bats face an uncertain future. Hopefully, people will take
notice of these interesting and useful creatures before they disappear
from the planet.

3 Although bats fly like birds, they do not look like birds in any other
way. The faces of bats look more like the faces of mice. Bats are
mammals, not birds, because fur covers their bodies instead of
feathers. Depending upon the kind of bat, this fur can be black,
brown, red, multicolored, or even white! In addition, female bats
nurse their young, a fact that is true of other mammals. Bats are the
only mammals that can fly. Even with their wings, bats are some of
the smallest mammals on Earth.

17




Creatures of the Night

4 Bats have four slender fingers and a thin skin that stretches from
@ finger to finger to form each wing. One of these fingers acts as a

thumb and comes complete with a fingernail. This nail helps the bat
cling to various surfaces and hold onto its food. Some bats have tiny
wings that may stretch only a few inches. Other bats have wings that
can measure up to six feet across from wing tip to wing tip! What a
sight that would be in the nighttime sky!

5 Most bats are only active at night. Many people believe that bats are
blind, but most bats actually have good eyesight. A keen eye is
necessary for a bat, which can fly hundreds of feet above the ground
looking for a good meal. Bats also use their hearing to locate prey
they cannot see in the dark.

For multiple-choice questions, select your answer or circle the answer in
your test book.

Based on the information in paragraph 2, how long do most bats live?

A. Five to nine years

B. Ten to twenty years
C. Thirty to forty years
D

Fifty to one hundred years
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Creatures of the Night

For multiple-response questions, select your answers or select your
answers by marking the boxes provided.

Which two details from the article show that bats are mammals rather
than birds?

Select the two details.

_]. Bats have fur covering their bodies
. Bats have faces like mice
_J. Female bats nurse their young

). Bats can fly
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Out of the Dark

Out of the Dark

Read the following story about caves. Then answer the questions. Some
questions may ask you about certain paragraphs. The paragraphs are
numbered on the left side.

Out of the Dark

written for the
Minnesota Department of Education

1 Jason tried to force a smile as his classmates lined up to enter the
cave. “This will be great,” he whispered to Dawn, his best friend, who
was standing in front of him. Jason wiped his sweaty palms on his
pants and swallowed hard. The rest of his classmates were laughing
and talking excitedly to one another. Jason hoped that no one would
discover how he really felt about this field trip.

2 Dawn inched closer to Jason and turned to face him. “What did you
say?”

3 “I said, ‘This will be so great,”” he replied. “Don’t you think so?”

4 “Well, maybe,” Dawn replied, sounding a bit unsure of herself. She
swung away from him then and looked past the tour guide, who was
standing at the cave entrance. Her eyes darted back and forth,
searching the ceiling of the cave.

5 Jason took a deep breath as the line began to move, following the
guide around a bend where the group could no longer see the light
from the entrance. Only a few low lights shone from the sides of the
cave. Silence fell as the guide motioned for the line to stop, and he
began to explain the rules of cave exploration. Jason was not listening,
however. Not only was his attention on his own thoughts, but his
heartbeat was also drowning out the sound of the guide’s voice. He
felt like the cave was swallowing him.
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10

11

12

13

I should have told the teacher the truth, Jason thought, rubbing his
arms against the chilly air. She would not have made me come. But he
had not wanted to look foolish to the other kids. After all, how many
other third graders were afraid of the dark?

The guide continued walking deeper into the cave with the students
shuffling closely behind him. He stopped and pointed to a dark corner
at the top of the cave. “Bats used to live here. They would sleep
during the day but become very active at night.” He quickly added,
“We won'’t be able to see them today, though, because the bats left
this area a long time ago.”

Dawn suddenly grabbed Jason’s arm. “Did he say bats?” she yelped.
Without waiting for an answer, she blurted out, “I knew it! I knew
there would be bats here. I should have told the teacher. She wouldn’t
have made me come if she had known.”

Ignoring the stares and giggles of his classmates, Jason tried to calm
Dawn by asking in a quiet voice, “If she had known what?”

Dawn peered at the ground and kicked a loose rock.
“I'm a little afraid of bats,” Dawn whispered.

Jason smiled, but only because of the warm feeling spreading
throughout his heart. What a relief to know that he was not alone!
“Well, I think bats are cool, but I know how it feels to be afraid. I'm a
little frightened of the dark.” His grin was so big that he thought it
might split his face. “Don’t forget that the guide just said bats are no
longer here.”

Dawn squeezed his arm again, but this time in a slow, careful way.
Then she laughed, the sound bouncing around the darkness. With
Dawn’s support and the echo of her laughter all around him, Jason
began to think that the cave was not so scary after all.
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1. Who is the narrator of this story?

A. Dawn
B. A person outside the story
C. Jason
D. The tour guide in the story

2. Which two sentences from the story help readers understand that

Jason is nervous about the field trip?
Select the two sentences.

J. “Jason hoped that no one would discover how he really felt about
this field trip.”
(paragraph 1)

). “Her eyes darted back and forth, searching the ceiling of the
cave.”
(paragraph 4)

J. “Not only was his attention on his own thoughts, but his
heartbeat was also drowning out the sound of the guide’s voice.”
(paragraph 5)

). “Jason smiled, but only because of the warm feeling spreading
throughout his heart.”
(paragraph 12)

When the student reaches the end of the SRT, repeat any passages or questions as
requested by the student. The student may review answers before finishing the SRT.
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